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Alex, a young golden retriever, is one of the members of the Dallas-Fort Worth Dog Scouts of America.  
 
According to its website, the mission of the Dog Scouts of America is “to improve the lives of dogs, their owners and society 
through humane education, positive training and community involvement.” The scouts are a national organization with a large 
troop in the Metroplex. 
 
Alex’s owners, Cindy and Mart Ratliff, lead Dog Scout Troop 119, Lone Star Paws 
Squad. The Ratliffs got involved with the scouts after seeing a scout dog on the Animal 
Planet channel. After finding out there were no troops in the area, they started one in 
the Metroplex. 

Now, the troop has just celebrated its 10-year anniversary. Cindy Ratliff laughingly said 
she is proud to see where the troop has gone. D-FW has the largest Dog Scouts troop 
in the nation, with about 80 to 90 members.  
 
One of the human scouting aspects of dog scouts is badge-earning. Scout dogs get red 
bandanas and have uniforms to showcase their colorful badges. Alex has earned 
several badges, including ones for art and band. Those badges, Cindy Ratliff said, 
are designed to teach dogs to use body parts. The dogs are taught how to wave, use 
their paws, paint and use their noses to play musical instruments.  

 

 

As part of the badge-earning process, the D-FW 
troop participates in a national activity called the 
“Poop Troop Challenge” for the Clean Up America 
II badge. 

“We challenge our members to pick up 50 bags of poo
said, in order to model being a responsible dog owner.
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Beyond the activities, the experience is about togetherness. Donna Dutkofski, a former UT
student, and her black retrieve
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For alumna Debra Payne, one of the best parts of the scouts is taking what she learned 
from her psychology degree and applying it to her dog. Both the scouts and her UTA 
psych
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Donna Dutkofski, a former UTA student, 
helps her dog, Quinn, paint on April 21 at
the Cowtown Loves Animal Shelter Pets 

event in Fort Worth. As a part of the 
Dallas-Fort Worth Dog Scouts of 

America, dogs earn merit badges by 
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Alex, a golden retriever, and Quinn, a 
flat coated retriever mix, sit with the 
pictures they painted April 21 at the 
Cowtown Loves Animal Shelter Pets 
event in Fort Worth. Alex and Quinn 
learned to paint in their troop, Lone 

Star Paws Squad #119. (The 
Shorthorn: Stephanie Goddard) 
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g troop leader Cindy Ratliff holds the canvas u
while her dog, Alex, paints on April 21 at the 

Cowtown Loves Animal Shelter Pets event in Fort 
Worth. To be able to paint, dogs must know how 
o 'shake' and be able to tolerate having a mitt on 
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